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This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Original) A computer system for determining and transmitting 
cooking commencement instruction for selected food items at time intervals to supply 
future needs of the selected food items, comprising: 

programmable memory; 

a cooking station monitor; 

a table of selected food items stored on said programmable memory; 

a table of desired quantities of the selected food items at desired time 
intervals relating to said table of selected food items, said table of desired quantities at 
desired time intervals being stored on said programmable memory; 

a table of cooking time to prepare intervals relating to said table of 
selected food items, said table of cooking time to prepare intervals being stored on said 
programmable memory; 

a variable quantity of processed selected food items stored on said 
programmable memory; 

clock means for establishing a current time; 

control means for initiating a cooking instruction to said cooking station 
monitor in response to a selected relation between the current time and said table of 
desired quantities of the selected food items at desired time intervals and said table of 
cooking time to prepare intervals, and a selected relation between the variable quantity 
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of selected food items and said table of desired quantities of selected food items at 
desired time intervals. 

2. (Original) The computer system of claim 1 wherein said control 
means initiates the cooking instruction to said cooking station monitor upon the current 
time being equal to or less than the desired time interval with said table of desired 
quantities of the selected food items at desired time interval minus a preparation time 
interval associated with each selected food item. 

3. (Original) The computer system of claim 1 wherein said control 
means further establishes the cooking instruction upon the quantities of processed 
selected food items being less than the desired quantities within said table of desired 
quantities of the selected food items at desired time intervals, 

4. (Original) The computer system of claim 1 further comprising a 
variable quantity of food items presently cooking, and said variable quantities of 
processed food items includes said variable quantity of food items presently cooking. 

5. (Original) The computer system of claim 1 further comprising a 
cash register and wherein said control means subtracts a number of said selected food 
items manually entered upon said cash register from said variable quantity of selected 
food items stored on said programmable memory. 

6. (Original) The computer system of claim 1 further comprising a 
table of number of food items to be cooked at a time stored on said programmable 
memory and relating to said table of selected food items. 



3 



PATENT 
SERIAL NO.: 10/077,364 
Attorney Docket No.: 291 78/382 15A 

7. (Original) A computer system for determining and transmitting 
cooking times for selected food items at time intervals to predict future needs of the 
selected food items, comprising: 

programmable memory; 

a table of selected food items stored on said programmable memory; 

a table of desired quantities of the selected food items at desired time 
intervals relating to said table of selected food items, said table of desired quantities at 
desired time intervals being stored on said programmable memory; 

a variable quantity of processed selected food items stored on said 
programmable memory; 

clock means for establishing a current time; 

control means for initiating a cooking instruction in response to a 
selected relationship between the current time and said table of desired quantities of the 
selected food items at desired time intervals, and a selected relationship between the 
variable quantity of processed selected food items and said table of desired quantity of 
processed selected food items at desired time intervals. 

8. (Original) The computer system of claim 7 further comprising a 
table of cooking time to prepare intervals relating to said table of selected food items, 
said table of cooking time to prepare intervals being stored on said programmable 
memory, whereby said control means for initiating a cooking instruction to said 
cooking station monitor does so in response to a selected relation between the current 
time and said table of desired quantities of the selected food items at desired time 
intervals and said table of cooking time to prepare intervals. 
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9. (Original) The computer system of claim 7 wherein said control 
means initiates the cooking instruction to said cooking station monitor upon the current 
time being equal to or less than the desired time interval with said table of desired 
quantities of the selected food items at desired time interval minus a preparation time 
interval associated with each selected food item. 

10. (Original) The computer system of claim 7 wherein said control 
means further establishes the cooking instruction upon the variable quantity of 
processed selected food items being less than the desired quantities within said table of 
desired quantities of the selected food items at desired time intervals. 

11. (Original) The computer system of claim 7 further comprising a 
variable quantity of food items presently cooking, and said variable quantity of 
processed food items includes said variable quantity of food items presently cooking. 

12. (Original) The computer system of claim 7 further comprising a 
cash register and wherein said control means subtracts a number of said selected food 
items manually entered upon said cash register from said variable quantity of processed 
selected food items stored on said programmable memory. 

13. (Original) The computer system of claim 7 further comprising a 
table of number of food items to be cooked at a time stored on said programmable 
memory and relating to said table of selected food items. 

14. (Currently Amended) A system for predicting future food needs 
comprising: 
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a processor programmed to determine cooking instructions for food 
items based on a selected relation between time of day, cooking times for the food 
items and desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals, and a selected 
relation between variable quantities of processed food items and the desired quantities 
of food items at desired time intervals ; 

a memory operatively coupled to the processor and configur e d to store 
for storing information about food it e ms, th e information including desired quantities of 
food it e ms at d e sired time intervals, cooking tim e s for food it e ms, and variable 
quantiti e s of process e d food it e ms ; and 

an a us e r interface operationally coupled to the processor and the 
memory and configured adapted to communicate the cooking instructions determined 
by the processor fe^the food it e ms to a user in r e spons e to a s e l e ct e d r e lation b e tw ee n 
time of day, th e cooking tim e s for the food it e ms and th e desir e d quantiti e s of food 
it e ms at d e sir e d tim e int e rval s , and a s e l e cted r e lation b e tw ee n the variable quantiti e s of 
proc e ss e d food it e ms and th e d e sir e d quantiti e s of food items at d e sired tim e int e rvals . 

15. (Original) The system of claim 14, further comprising an order 
receiving interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory and adapted 
to receive orders for food items and update the information about food items including 
the variable quantities of processed food items. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 1 5, wherein the processor upon 
receiving an order for a selected number of a selected food item from the order 
receiving interface subtracts the selected number of the selected food item from the 
variable quantities of processed food items for the selected food item. 
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17. (Original) The system of claim 14, wherein the user interface 
comprises an input device and an output device. 

1 8. (Original) The system of claim 1 7, wherein the output device is a 

display. 

1 9. (Original) The system of claim 14, wherein the processor initiates a 
cooking instruction for a selected food item to the user interface upon the current time 
of day being equal to or less than a time value in the desired quantities of food items at 
desired time intervals for the selected food item minus the cooking time for the selected 
food item. 

20. (Original) The system of claim 14, wherein the processor initiates a 
cooking instruction for a selected food item to the user interface upon the variable 
quantities of processed food items for the selected food item being less than a desired 
quantity of the selected food item in the desired quantities of food items at desired time 
intervals. 

21. (Original) The system of claim 14, wherein the variable quantities 
of processed food items include a sum comprising quantities of processed food items 
on-hand and quantities of food items presently cooking. 

22. (Original) The system of claim 14, the information about food items 
further including a number of food items to be cooked. 

23. (Previously Withdrawn) A method for predicting future food needs 
comprising: 
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providing information about food items including desired quantities of 
food items at desired time intervals, cooking times for food items, and variable 
quantities of processed food items, wherein the information is stored in a memory 
coupled to a processor; and 

issuing a cooking instruction for the food items in response to a selected 
relation between time of day, the cooking times for the food items and the desired 
quantities of food items at desired time intervals, and a selected relation between the 
variable quantities of processed food items and the desired quantities of food items at 
desired time intervals, wherein the cooking instruction is communicated by a user 
interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory. 

24. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 23, further 
comprising: 

receiving an order for a selected number of selected food items from an 
order receiving interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory; and 

updating the information about food items including the variable 
quantities of processed food items based on the order received for the selected food 
items. 

25. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 24, wherein the 
updating comprises subtracting the selected number of orders received for the selected 
food items from the variable quantities of processed food items for the selected food 
items. 
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26. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 23, further 
comprising issuing a cooking instruction for a selected food item to the user interface 
upon the current time of day being equal to or less than a time value in the desired 
quantities of food items at desired time intervals for the selected food item minus a 
cooking time for the selected food item. 

27. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 23, further 
comprising issuing a cooking instruction for a selected food item to the user interface 
upon the variable quantities of processed food items for the selected food item being 
less than a desired quantities of the selected food item in the desired quantity of food 
items at desired time intervals. 

28. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the 
variable quantities of processed food items include a sum comprising quantities of 
processed food items on-hand and quantities of food items presently cooking. 

29. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 23, further 
comprising providing information about a number of food items to be cooked. 

30. (Previously Withdrawn) A method for predicting future food needs 
comprising: 

providing information about food items including desired quantities of 
food items at desired time intervals and variable quantities of processed food items, 
wherein the information is stored in a memory coupled to a processor; 

monitoring the variable quantities of processed food items relative to the 
desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals; 
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issuing a cooking instruction for a selected food item when the variable 
quantities of processed food items for the selected food item at a time of day is less 
than the desired quantities of food items at desired timer intervals for the selected food 
item at the time of day, wherein the cooking instruction is communicated by a user 
interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory; and 

updating the variable quantities of processed food items for the selected 
food item upon commencement of the cooking of the selected food item, wherein the 
updating is communicated by the user interface to the memory. 

3 1 . (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 30, further 
comprising: 

receiving an order for a selected number of the selected food item from 
an order receiving interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory; 
and 

updating the information about the selected food item including the 
variable quantities of processed food items based on the order received for the selected 
food item. 

32. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 31, wherein the 
updating comprises subtracting the selected number of orders received for the selected 
food item from the variable quantities of processed food items for the selected food 
item. 
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33. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 30, further 
comprising updating the desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals based 
upon a history of issued cooking instructions for food items. 

34. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 30, further 
comprising updating the desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals for a 
specific time interval based on special food needs during the specific time interval. 

35. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 30, wherein the 
variable quantities of processed food items include a sum comprising quantities of 
processed food items on-hand and quantities of food items presently cooking. 

36. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 30, wherein the 
updating of the variable quantities of processed food items includes updating the 
quantities of food items presently cooking upon commencement of the cooking of food 
items. 

37. (Previously Withdrawn) A method of predicting future needs of 
food comprising: 

providing information about food items including desired quantities of 
food items at desired time intervals, cooking time for food items, and variable 
quantities of processed food items, wherein the information is stored in a memory 
coupled to a processor; 

monitoring the time of day relative to desired time values in desired 
quantities of food items at desired time intervals and the cooking time for food items in 
the desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals; 

11 



PATENT 
SER1ALNO.: 10/077,364 
Attorney Docket No.: 29178/38215A 

issuing a cooking instruction for a selected food item when the time 
determined by subtracting the cooking time for the selected food item from the desired 
time value is proximate to current time, and variable quantities of processed food items 
for the selected food item is less than the desired quantities of food items at desired 
time intervals for the selected food item, the cooking instruction being communicated 
by a user interface operationally coupled to the memory and the processor; and 

updating the variable quantities of processed food items for the selected 
food item upon commencement of the cooking of the selected food item, wherein the 
updating is communicated by the user interface to the memory. 

38. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 37, further 
comprising: 

receiving an order for a selected number of selected food items from an 
order receiving interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory; and 

updating the information about food items including the variable 
quantities of processed food items based on the order received for the selected food 
items. 

39. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 38, wherein the 
updating comprises subtracting the selected number of orders received for the selected 
food items from the variable quantities of processed food items for the selected food 
items. 
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40. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 37, further 
comprising updating the desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals based 
upon a history of issued cooking instructions for food items. 

41 . (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 37, further 
comprising updating the desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals for a 
specific time interval based on special food needs during the specific time interval. 

42. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 37, wherein the 
variable quantities of processed food items include a sum comprising quantities of 
processed food items on-hand and quantities of food items presently cooking. 

43. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 37, wherein the 
updating of the variable quantities of processed food items includes updating the 
quantities of food items presently cooking upon commencement of the cooking of food- 
items. 

44. (Previously Withdrawn) A method for predicting future food needs 
comprising: 

providing information about food items including desired quantities of 
food items at desired time intervals, cooking times for food items, and variable 
quantities of processed food items, wherein the information is stored in a memory 
coupled to a processor; 

issuing a cooking instruction for the food items in response to a selected 
relation between time of day, the cooking times for the food items and the desired 
quantities of food items at desired time intervals, and a selected relation between the 
variable quantities of processed food items and the desired quantities of food items at 
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desired time intervals, wherein the cooking instruction is communicated by a user 
interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory; and 

issuing an update inventory instruction in response to a selected relation 
between a desired stock level of food items, a present stock level of food items, the 
desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals, and variable quantities of 
processed food items. 

45. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 44, further 
comprising: 

receiving an order for a selected number of selected food items from an 
order receiving interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory; and 

updating the information about food items including the variable 
quantities of processed food items based on the order received for the selected food 
items. 
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46. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 45, wherein the 
updating comprises subtracting the selected number of orders received for the selected 
food items from the variable quantities of processed food items for the selected food 
items. 

47. (Previously Withdrawn) A method for predicting future food needs 
comprising: 

providing information about food items including desired quantities of 
food items at desired time intervals and variable quantities of processed food items, 
wherein the information is stored in a memory coupled to a processor; 

monitoring the variable quantities of processed food items relative to the 
desired quantity of food items at desired time intervals; 

issuing a cooking instruction for a selected food item when the variable 
quantities of processed food items for the selected food item at a time of day is less 
than the desired quantities of food items at desired timer intervals for the selected food 
items at the time of day, wherein the cooking instruction is communicated by a user 
interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory; 

updating the variable quantities of processed food items for the selected 
food item upon commencement of the cooking of the selected food item, wherein the 
updating is communicated by the user interface to the memory and 

issuing an update inventory instruction in response to a selected relation 
between a desired stock level of food items, a present stock level of food items, the 
desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals, and variable quantities of 
processed food items. 
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48. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 47, further 
comprising: 

receiving an order for a selected number of selected food items from an 
order receiving interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory; and 

updating the information about food items including the variable 
quantities of processed food items based on the order received for the selected food 
items. 

49. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 48, wherein the 
updating comprises subtracting the selected number of orders received for the selected 
food items from the variable quantities of processed food items for the selected food 
items. 

50. (Previously Withdrawn) A method of predicting future needs of 
food comprising: 

providing information about food items including desired quantities of 
food items at desired time intervals, cooking time for food items, and variable 
quantities of processed food items, wherein the information is stored in a memory 
coupled to a processor; 

monitoring the time of day relative to desired time values in desired 
quantities of food items at desired time intervals and the cooking time for food items in 
the desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals; 
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issuing a cooking instruction for a selected food item when the time 
determined by subtracting the cooking time for the selected food item from the desired 
time value is proximate to current time, and variable quantities of processed food items 
for the selected food item is less than the desired quantities of food items at desired 
time intervals for the selected food item, the cooking instruction being communicated 
by a user interface operationally coupled to the memory and the processor; 

updating the variable quantities of processed food items for the selected 
food item upon commencement of the cooking of the selected food item, wherein the 
updating is communicated by the user interface to the memory; and 

issuing an update inventory instruction in response to a selected relation 
between a desired stock level of food items, a present stock level of food items, the 
desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals, and variable quantities of 
processed food items. 

5 1 . (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 50, further 
comprising: 

receiving an order for a selected number of selected food items from an 
order receiving interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory; and 

updating the information about food items including the variable 
quantities of processed food items based on the order received for the selected food 
items. 

52. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 51, wherein the 
updating comprises subtracting the selected number of orders received for the selected 
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food items from the variable quantities of processed food items for the selected food 
items. 

53. (Previously Withdrawn) A method for predicting future food needs 
comprising: 

providing information about food items including desired quantities of 
food items at desired time intervals, variable quantities of processed food items, desired 
stock level of food items and present stock level of food items, wherein the information 
is stored in a memory coupled to a processor; 

issuing an update inventory instruction in response to a selected relation 
between the desired stock level of food items, the present stock level of food items, the 
variable quantities of processed food items and the desired quantities of food items at 
desired time intervals. 

54. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 53, further 
comprising: 

receiving an order for a selected number of selected food items from an 
order receiving interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory; and 

updating the information about food items including the variable 
quantities of processed food items based on the order received for the selected food 
items. 

55. (Previously Withdrawn) The method of claim 54, wherein the 
updating comprises subtracting the selected number of orders received for the selected 
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food items from the variable quantities of processed food items for the selected food 
items. 
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